CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1. 
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A VSAT teTjminal comprising: 



/ 



an antennai 

a microwave power amplifier; 
a microwave low noise amplifier; 

a transmitter coupled via said microwave power amplifier to said antenna; 
a receiver coupled via said microwave low noise amplifier to said antenna; 
a user VSAT interface; and 

a controller in communication with said user VSAT interface and in electrical 
connection wim said microwave power amplifier and said microwave low noise amplifier for 
supplying power thereto, said controller being operative to provide a less-than-fuU electrical power 
supply to eitrier of said amplifiers in the absence of a communication session and operative to 
provide a fi^ll electrical power supply to either of said amplifiers in the presence of a 
communicatijon session. 

2. A VSAT terminal according to claim 1 wherein safd controller is responsive to 
operation of said user VSAT interface for providing electrical power to said microwave power 
amplifier. 

3. A VSAT terminal according to claini/l wherein said controller is responsive to 
operation of said user VSAT interface for providing electrical power to said microwave low noise 
amplifier. 



4. A VSAT terminal according to claim 1 wherein said controller provides a less-than-fiiU 

power supply to said microwave jow noise amplifier and said microwave power amplifier in the 
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absence of a communication session and wherein said controller is r^ponsive to operation of said 
user VSAT interface for providing a full electrical power supply to said microwave low noise 
amplifier and said microwave power amplifier. 



5. A VSAT terminal according to claim 1 Wherein said controller provides a less-than-full 
power supply to said microwave power amplifier and a fiill power supply to said microwave low 
noise amplifier in the absence of a communication session and wherein said controller is responsive 
to operation of said user VSAT interfiice for providing a full electrical power supply to said 
microwave low noise amplifier and said microwave power amplifier. 

6. A VSAT terminaf according to claim 1 wherein said controller provides a less-than-fiiU 
power supply to said miwowave power amplifier and a full power supply to said microwave low 
noise amplifier in the absence of a communication session and wherein said controller is responsive 
to receipt of an jiicoming transmission via said microwave low noise amplifier for providing a full 
electrical ppWer supply to said microwave low noise amplifier and said microwave power 
amplifier/ 



of claim- 1 



7. A VSAT terminal ^cording to/ cl^jft^ 1 and wherein said controller is operative to 

provide a less-than-full electrical power sjiDply to^either of said amplifiers after a predetermined 
period of inactivity of sAid user VSAT interface. 



8. A VSAT terminal according to claini^ and wherein said controller is operative to 

provide' a less^^ti^-fuU electrical power suf^y to either of said amplifiers after a predetermined 
period of inactivity of said microwave low^ loise amplifier. 
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9. A VSAT^fminal according to claim 1 and wherein said controller operates in 

accordance ^jith a predetermined algorithm for providing electrical power to said microwave power 
ampUfi^r. 



a plurality of 
of said VSAT terminals 



supplying power thereto, 



A VSAT telecc mmunication network comprising: 
at lease one saiellite; and 

^ISAT terminals in communication with said satellite, wherein at least one 
cbmprises: 
an anteina; 

a micrc wave power amplifier; 
a microwave low noise amplifier; 

a trans mitter coupled via said microwave power amplifier to said antenna; 
a recei ver coupled via said microwave low noise amplifier to said antenna; 
a user VSAT interface; and 

a controller in communication with said user VSAT interface and in electrical 
connection with said microwave power amplifier and said microwave low noise amplifier for 

said controller being operative to provide a less-than-fiiU electrical power 
supply to either of saidj amplifiers in the absence of a communication session and operative to 
provide a full electrical power supply to either of said amplifiers in the presence of a 
communication session. 



11- A method foi managing power consumption in a VSAT terminal having an antenna, a 

microwave power amplifier, a microwave low noise amplifier, a transmitter coupled via said 
microwave power amplifier to said antenna, a receiver coupled via said microwave low noise 
amplifier to said antenna,la user VSAT interface, and a controller in communication with said user 
VSAT interface, said midrowave low noise amplifier, and said microwave power amplifier, the 
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method combrising: 

jroviding a less-than-full electrical power supply to either of said amplifiers in the 

communication session; and 
providing a full electrical power supply to either of said amplifiers in the presence of a 
communic£ tion session. 



rabsence of 



12. A method according to claim 1 1 wherein said providing a less-than-fiill electrical power 

supply step comprises providing a less-tlafan-full power supply to said microwave low noise 
amplifier and said microwave power amplifier in the absence of a communication session and 
wherein said providing a full electrical power supply step comprises providing a full electrical 
power supply to said microv^^e low noise amplifier and said microwave power amplifier in 
response to operation of saidoiser VSAT interface. 



13. 



A method according to claim 1 1 and fiirther comprising providing a full power supply 



to said microwave power amplifier 



in the absence of a communication session, wherein said 



providing a less-than-fiall electrical power supply step comprises providing a less-than-full power 
supply to said microwave power amplifier and wherein said providing a full electrical power supply 
step comprises providing a full electric al power supply to^aid microwave power amplifier and said 
microwave power amplifier in response to operation of said\iser VSAT interface. 



14. A method according to c 

to said microwave power amplifier 
providing a less-than-fiiU electrical 
supply to said microwave power amp 



said microwave power amplifier ir 




urn 1 1 and fiirisji^r comprising providing a full power supply 
in the absence yf a communication session, wherein said 
ower supply step comprises providing a less-than-fiill power 
ifier and wherein said providing a full electrical power supply 



step comprises providing a fiiU elect ical power supply to said microwave low noise amplifier and 



response to receipt of an incoming transmission via said 
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microwave low no^i;^^mplifier. 



15. A method accordj/ig to claim 11 and wherein said providing a less-than-fuU electrical 

power supply step comprises providing a 1 ^^tfealPfull power supply to either of said amplifiers 
after a predetermined peri(4d of inactivity of said user VSAT interface. 




16. A method according to claim 11 and wherein said providing a less-than-fuU electrical 

power supply step^^fomprises providing a less-than-fuU power supply to either of said amplifiers 
after a predetCTmined period of inactivity of said microwave low noise amplifier. 




12 



